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Appendix: Ground Corridors from Tehran to Beirut 
 
Northern Route: Tehran-Mosul-Aleppo-Latakia 
The total length of the route is 1,750 km (1087 miles) and the total travel time is about 24 
hours. 
The main border crossings on this route are: 
A. The border crossing between Iran and Iraq in Haji Omran 
B. The border crossing between Iraq and Syria in Rabia 
The Northern Route linking Iran and Syria passes through areas controlled by the Kurds 
at varying levels. In Iran, the government has full control, but in Iraq the route passes 
through the Irbil and Mosul areas in the Kurdish autonomous regions and later in 
northeast Syria, which is fully controlled by Kurdish YPG and PKK forces. In addition, in 
northern Syria near this route, there is the presence of US forces that supported the Kurds 
in the war against the Islamic state. This territory is strategic, which all sides are eager to 
control due in large part to the existence of oil fields. Therefore, this route will be less 
secure for Iranian weapons' transfers. It is possible, due to the difficulties that this route 
presents, that the Iranians have already given up on this route in favor of focusing their 
efforts on others.1 
Middle Route: Tehran-Baghdad-Al-Bukamal-
Damascus-Beirut  
The total length of the route is 1,830 km (1137 miles) 
from Tehran to Beirut, and the total travel time is 
approximately 25 hours. 
The main border crossings are: 
A. The border crossing between Iran and Iraq in 
Khosravi. 
B. The border crossing between Iraq and Syria in Al-
Bukamal. 
c. The Syrian-Lebanese border crossing at Al-Masnaa (Jdaidet Yabous). 
 

                                                      
3 See “What Is the Iranian Corridor . . . How and Why Iran Changed Its Course”, 31 May 2017, alasouria.com 

Hezbollah fighters and Syrian Army gain control over Al-
Bukamal crossing (Aljazeera, November 2017) 
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The first section of this route is the 
Tehran-Khosravi section - 720 
kilometers (447 miles), about a nine hour 
drive, which is a high quality highway 
inside Iran from Tehran (Route 5 and 
Highway 6), on the 48th Interstate, in the 
Rfie area of the Kermanshah district, and 
there are no threats on the route. 
 
 
The second section of this route is 
Khosravi-Baghdad (Iraq) – 185 km (115 
miles), about a three hour drive. High 
quality Road No. 5 reaches up to Sa'diah 
and continues at Road No. 4 north of 
Akkuba until the junction connecting the 
road to Highway No. 2 to Baghdad. 
Bypass north of Baghdad on Highway 97. 
There are no threats on this route, 
because the main roads are under the 
complete control of the Iraqi government. 
 
 
The third section of this route is 
Baghdad-Al-Bukamal (Syria) - 386 km 
(227 miles), about a five and half hour 
drive. On Highway 1 towards Ramadi, 
down to Route 12 in the direction of 
Hadita, from Hadita to the Qaim/Al-
Bukamal between Iraq and Syria. It is a 
two-lane road of medium quality, about 
150 km long.  
While the entire area of the Al-Anbar 
district has been cleared of the presence 
of ISIS and is now fully under the control 
of the Iraqi regime, the area is also marked as the focus of future activity for the rebuilding 
of Sunni Islamist opposition forces who can challenge safe movement in the future. The 
terrain is an unpopulated desert and very challenging for control and security. 
 
For now, it seems that the Al-Bukamal crossing is closed, but the Iranians are actually 
using bypass roads. These dirt roads cross dirt embankments along the Syrian-Iraqi 
border and allow movement between the two countries. It seems that the bypass roads 
were built by ISIS during the period of the Islamic State and are now being used by Iran, 
mainly secured by Shi'ite militias and possibly by the Iraqi army. There is movement of 



 

+ 9 7 2  5 2  4 3 2 0 0 7 6   S . Z E H A V I @ I S R A E L - A L M A . O R G   I S R A E L - A L M A . O R G  

trucks on these roads. One of the roads leads to the Shiite militia headquarters that was 
attacked and destroyed in June 20182. 
 
The fourth section - Al-Bukamal-

Damascus - 530 km (330 miles), about 
seven-and-a-half-hour drive. The first 
part of the section has two options: the 
short route through the oil terminals (the 
road marked in a dashed line on the 
map). The second option is through Dir 
a-Zour. The short route, from Al-Bukamal 
north on Route 4 to the desert road from 
the oil terminal T-1 to the west is about 
70 km to the oil terminal T-2 and then 
northward along the desert road about 
150 km (93 miles) through the oil station 
T-3 until the junction with route M20 near 
Arak. This route is a desolate desert route with no military presence and almost no 
movement, and convoys may be damaged through sabotage by hostile factors to the road 
infrastructure, with emphasis on local bridges over riverbeds (by car bombs and even 
ambushes). The route allows for faster traffic towards Damascus but suffers from security 
problems. 
 
It is therefore reasonable to assume that the alternative route will be used from the Al-
Bukamal border crossing to Dir a-Zour and then westward to Palmyra. This road 

nevertheless poses threats, particularly due to clashes with ISIS in this area, particularly 

from Al-Bukamal towards Dir a-Zour. This is however a better-quality road, with higher 
security, despite a longer travel time. However, the Syrian Minister of Transportation 
has already announced that work will be completed on the Dir a-Zour - Al-Bukamal road 
(90 km/56 miles) as part of the work for the reconstruction and improvement of the 
Syrian road network. 

                                                      
2 https://www.terrorism-info.org.il/en/increasing-iranian-control-albukamal-border-crossing-area-part-irans-
strategy-establishing-overland-supply-route-connecting-iran-iraq-syria-lebanon-col/ 
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The fifth section - the Arak-Palmyra-
Damascus - 277 km (162 miles) and 
about a five-and-a-half-hour drive. 
On the M20 road towards Palmyra – 
good quality highway.  
West of the city of Palmyra - Route 90 to 
the Al-Busiri junction and then across 
Route 53, continue towards Junction No. 
2 and continue westward to Damir on the 
same quality road. The road continues 
from Highway 5 (Hums-Damascus) until 
Damascus. This road area is currently 
under the full control of the Assad 
regime, along with the presence of 
security forces and three military airfields 
that ostensibly provide close air and land security (Zikel, Damir and Palmyra). Yet, the 
desert road and certain sections are subject to sabotage and disruption of movement by 
bombs or destruction of bridges. 
 
Southern Route: Tehran-Baghdad-Ramadi-Tanf-Damascus-Beirut - sixth section 
The Southern Route is identical to the middle one, until the 'Abdi. From there, the 
road runs from Rotva to Tanf and from there to Damir. From Damir to Damascus is 
the same way as the middle route. The length of the entire southern route from Tehran 
to Damascus is 1,710 kilometers (1062 miles), and the estimated travel time is about 
20 hours, which is the fastest segment on the general route from Tehran to 
Damascus, and if it was open to the Iranians, it would shorten their travel time by 
about four hours. The drive from the Ramadi intersection towards Rotbah intersection 

on Highway No. 1 - 430 km (267 miles) and about four and a half hours. From Tanf border 
crossing towards Damascus is about a four-hour drive along 270 km (168 miles), which 
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is faster and safer on the Iraqi part, but as of September 2018, the section in the Syrian 
part of the Tanf border crossing is under US control. The route towards Damascus 
includes greater presence of Syrian government forces. 
 
Due to the understanding of the ground corridor potential (safe and fast) between 
Tehran and Baghdad and then to Damascus, the US forces focused on securing 
the Tanf territory. With the backing of the coalition of states from 2014, and by 
establishing a military base in 2016, it provides control over the route of connection 
between Syria and Iraq, controlling a mere 13 kilometers (8 miles) from the 
Jordanian border and keeping the route out of the hands of the Iranians. The space 
around the border crossing is a pocket of rebels and forces opposed to the Assad 
regime, who are under the protection of an US military umbrella to the dismay of 
the Syrians, Iranians, and Russians, who emphasize that this presence exists without 
invitation and coordination of the Assad regime, and thus, is contrary to international law. 
The border territory has become the focus of friction between Shiite forces, Syrians, and 
even Iranian militia forces against the US forces in the region, including aerial territory 
and control. 
As long as the border crossing is being held by US-backed rebel forces, there is 
no actual ability to cross the route, and therefore it must be bypassed by taking the 
Al-Bukamal - Dir a-Zour route.  
In this context, the succession of highways planned by the Syrian regime, at a cost of 
millions of dollars, will enable both faster movement on the alternative and longer middle 
route, and the laying of the infrastructure for the use of the southern route if and when the 
USs abandon the Tanf border crossing, thus reaching Tartus and allowing the export of 
goods to the Mediterranean. 
Tehran-Damascus railway 
When examining the railway network throughout Iran, Iraq, and Syria, the possibility of 
moving and transporting Iranian forces, equipment, and goods to Syria via railways 
seems possible even if it requires the establishment of a complementary infrastructure in 
several missing sections. 
The initiative to connect these countries through railway has been an Iranian goal even 
before the events in Syria, and the thought of spreading westward was already 
considered in 2014 upon the completion of the railway to Khurshar (near Basra from the 
Iranian side of the border with Iraq). 
The connection of Iran's southern 
railway in the Basra region requires 
the completion of a 25 km long track 
(in comfortable flat terrain) and a 
bridge over the Euphrates, an 
infrastructure whose construction is 
not complex. 
The extension of this section will 
allow continuous traffic from Tehran 
via Qom and Arak to Khurshar. From 
there, traffic travels through the 
Shamaje border crossing into the 
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city of Basra and continues to Baghdad. It then reaches the Syrian border in the town of 
Al-Qaim.  
On the Iraqi-Syrian border, there is 
another missing section that 
requires completion: connecting the 
Syrian railway with the Iraqi. This 
work has already been initiated, and 
the infrastructure works for the 
construction of the railway have 
reached a very advanced stage, in 
which the basic infrastructure is 
ready, including bridges over the 
main breaches and streams, 
railway tracks and stations. The 
construction is being done on about 
100 kilometers (62 miles), that 
connect the Iraqi Al Qaim station 
with the Al-Bukamal station and from it to the Dir-a-Zour station.  
With the completion of these two missing sections, a continuous railway linking Iran and 
Syria will be completed, from the border crossing between Iran and Iraq to the Iraqi-Syrian 
border which stretches 940 km (584 miles), and from Al-Bukamal to Damascus (through 
Aleppo) another 840 km (522 miles). The length of the entire route up to Damascus is 
about 1,780 km (1106 miles), while less than a tenth of the overall route - 125 km (77 
miles) - requires completion. 
Security challenges: The railway 

connecting the two countries is 
currently crossing from Al-Bukamal to 
Al-Tabqa near Al-Raqqa, east of the 
Euphrates River, in an area controlled 
by the Kurds, including US presence, 
and therefore the ability to transport 
weapons and forces is limited in the 
near future. 
In addition, the railway track inside 
Syria is very long, so that it continues 
northward to Aleppo and then 
descends southward toward 
Damascus. The area near 
Aleppo is still very close to the 
fighting zones in the Idlib 
district. Moreover, during 
the years of fighting in 
Syria and Iraq, bridges 
have been damaged along 
the route and will require 
repair. This damage also illustrates the vulnerability of the train as a main means 
of transport.  
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However, there is intention to develop the rail tracks as part of the Syrian 
reconstruction process and it will be promoted in accordance with the geopolitical 
situation. This may create a rapid and efficient alternative to road traffic between 
the two countries. It should be emphasized that the missing sections of the railway 
track can be completed, taking between several months and two years, depending 
on the area. The missing sections are in a convenient area for work in flat areas. 
Moreover, part of the route already has a dirt and bridge infrastructure ready. The 
main challenge will be to complete the bridge on the Euphrates River from 
Khamshar in Iran to Basra in Iraq, which will be 280 meters long (918 feet).  

 


